
Poetry Basics 
(Flow Edition) 

 

Rhythm is a musical quality 
produced by the repetition of 
stressed and unstressed syllables. Rhythm 
occurs in all forms of language, both 
written and spoken, but is particularly 
important in poetry. 

Stressed and unstressed syllables are the 
most obvious kind of rhythm found in 

some poetry, but Writers also create rhythm by repeating words 
and phrases or even by repeating whole lines and sentences, as 
Walt Whitman does in "Song of Myself": 

I hear the sound I love, the song of the human voice,  
I hear all sounds running together, combined, fused, or 
following,  
Sounds of the city and sounds out of the city, sounds of the 
day and night, 
Talkative young ones to those that like them, the loud laugh 
of work-people at their meals... 

Rhyme Scheme:  the order in which the lines of 
poetry rhyme.  For example, if there is an (aabb) rhyme scheme, 
the first two lines will rhyme and the second two lines will 
rhyme; if there is an (abab) rhyme scheme, then the first and 
third lines will rhyme and the second and fourth lines will rhyme. 
 (a) The roughest sea, the darkest night 

 (a) Diminishing my heart, my light 



 (b) Diminished, yes, but not yet swallowed 

 (b) Lessened, yes, but not all hollowed 

 
Alliteration: the repetition of initial (1st letter[s]) 
consonant (any letters that aren’t a, e, i, o, u) sounds. 

Ex. Wow . . . these weeds will make Woodrow wonder 
why he started a landscaping business.  Seriously. 

Assonance: the repetition of vowel (a, e, i, o, u, and yes, 
sometimes y) sounds without the repetition of consonants. 

Ex. My sight, like my height, might get me some pie. 

Consonance: the repetition of consonant sounds.  
Don’t get confused, this is a lot like alliteration.  Consonance, 
however, isn’t limited to the 1st letter(s) of words. 
 
 Ex. Lisa sometimes sings melodies that caress the ears 
like soft rose petals. 

 
 
 
 
 


