
 

Disclosure Document 

2019-2020 
Mr. Carpenter      
Room #140 
jcarpenter@alpinedistrict.org 
(801) 610-8810 ext. 737-140 

Welcome to English 10!  This is going to be a great year.  This disclosure will 
tell you why, and outline the general classroom curriculum and policies so you’ll 
know what to expect. 

Curriculum: 
The emphasis of  this course is going to be on learning rather than teaching.  Sounds 
weird, but here’s what I mean: I’m not going to get up in front of  you, go through 
the concepts, and just hope you’re  keeping up.  I really want you to LEARN the 
ideas we’ll be talking about, and I’ll do my best to pace things in a way that’ll make 

picking up these concepts a little easier.  That doesn’t mean we’re going to move slowly, though–
we’ve got tons of  good stuff  to cover.   

In 10th grade English we will focus on becoming more effective communicators.  That means 
becoming better readers and writers, as well as improving inquiry skills (asking GOOD 
questions to help you expose problems, explore issues, and analyze and evaluate information) in 
conversations, group discussions, written reports, and oral presentations.  I’m going to expect you to 
be able to demonstrate your knowledge of  these concepts in practical situations, too.  In other 
words, you should be able to show me what you’ve learned instead of  just repeating it back to me.  
So yes, you will have to actually get up in front of  the class at some point.  And read.  And actually 
write.  No worries, though; with the right tools, stuff  like that is easier than you think.     
  
You’ll be reading from books assigned in class and also from books of  your own choosing 
(ALWAYS bring a book!)  You can expect a decent amount of  poetry, short stories, and plays to be 
covered, too.  Students will learn the writing process, and use that process to write persuasive, 
descriptive, expository, and narrative papers.  And be ready for a lot of  class discussion. 
   
Grading: 
Grades for objective assignments such as quizzes, tests, and some of  the homework, will be assigned 
a point value.  Grades for subjective assignments such as papers, group presentations, etc., will be 
based on criteria that we talk about in class.  All student work will be kept in a portfolio that each 
student will be responsible for keeping up to date.  These portfolios will be available for students 
and parents to look over whenever they’d like.  I will do my very best to update student grades on 
Skyward at least weekly.  The grading scale will look like this: 

  A 94-100% B- 80-82% D+ 67-69% 
  A- 90-93% C+ 77-79% D 63-66% 
  B+ 87-89% C 73-76% D- 60-62% 
  B 83-86% C- 70-72% F 59% and below 
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We’re going to be working on competency this year, and a “D" or an “F” just don’t do it.  If  you’re 
working at this level, we’ll talk about what’s going on and work to get you back on track.  And 
remember, you can always come ask for help!  If  we’re discussing something that is just not 
sinking in, PLEASE be brave and let me know!  I have high expectations for all of  you, and will be 
available to help out with any assignments or questions.  Just let me know what I can do to help. 

Late Work: 
Work is due when it’s due for full credit.  If  you turn in anything after the due date it’s worth half, 
which is still WAY better than zero.  But, at the beginning of  the year I’ll give you two Pro Passes 
(procrastination passes) that can be used to turn in two (2) assignments up to one week late, 
without penalty, per term. So use your Pro Passes wisely!  If  we have an assignment that you’d like 
to spend a little more time on for whatever reason, or if  your schedule is just crazy, great—use a 
pass.  If  you don’t use any passes by the end of  the term, you can check them in for an extra 
percentage point on your final grade (.5 for each pass).  If  you have an excused absence, that time 
starts as soon as you get back. 

Also, let me answer a common question up front: no, you can’t still get an “A” in the class if  you’re 
turning in a whole term’s worth of  work the last week of  the term.  Being here is important—sure, 
you might be able to get through a term’s assignments in a week’s time, but like I mentioned in the 
first section, a BIG part of  what we do is work on effective communication.  That means your need 
to be here sharing ideas, listening, speaking in front of  a classroom full of  sophomores, etc.   

Grade Changes: 
I make mistakes, lots of  them.  If  you ever get a grade that you don’t agree with, just ask me about 
it.  There’s a pretty good chance that I might have missed something, or that I just plain entered the 
wrong thing.  However, please don’t ask me to change a term grade just because you really want a 
higher one, or because your parents will send your cell phone to a needy child in another country 
who doesn’t have unlimited texting, etc.  If  you really want that “A" grade instead of  the “A-,” earn 
it free and clear.  Between Skyward and the class web site, you should be able to keep on top of  
our assignments.  And speaking of  the website . . . 

Class Website:  
The website for English 10 will be on writereadspeaklisten.com.  The most important page 
there will be the Day-By-Day page, which will be updated pretty much daily with information on 
what we did in class, instructions for homework, and any downloads you might need.   We’ll talk 
more about it in class.  

Extra Credit: 
Opportunities for enrichment points will be made available every term.  We’re calling these 
“enrichment points” because you’ll get them only by doing things that add to, or enrich, what we do 
in class.  So sadly, going to an LP football game and showing me your ticket stub won’t cut it.   
Enrichment points won’t lift your grade any higher than one step (B to a B+).  It also won’t save you 
if  you haven’t turned anything in all term, meaning you’d still be getting an F no matter how much 
enrichment you do, it just might be a higher percentage F.  So don’t rely on it!  I’ll let you know what 
will count during the year.  And I don’t take bribes (at least not money.  Burritos are another matter.) 

Class Attendance and Make-Up Policy: 
It is very important for you to attend class regularly and to be on time.  It is your responsibility to 
get the materials and notes you’ve missed due to any absences (because it’s REALLY hard for me to 
keep track, although I’ll try.)  The website & Skyward will help you a ton with this.  We’ll have daily 
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Bell Activities at the beginning of  every class period which cannot 
be made up (this is where extra credit would come in handy.)   

Again, all assignments are expected on the day they’re due.  If  you 
know you’ll miss a class, make sure you make arrangements to get 
your work in on time.  It’s the Knight thing to do.  (Get it?)   

Attendance Policy and Class Rules: 
Watch the tardies and absences, especially the unexcused ones, as I’ll 
be doing my best to follow the Attendance and Tardy Policy 
outlined in the Student Handbook and on the Lone Peak web site 
(lphs.alpineschools.org>LPHS Resources>Policies, Handbook & Guidelines>Attendance Policy).  
It’s actually got some teeth, so check it out when you get a chance.  

We’ll be discussing basic class rules together, and everyone will have the opportunity to contribute to 
the final draft. 

Classroom Management: 
It’s usually not an issue, but every now and then it comes up.  Here’s how it works: 

I’ll be operating under the GS 30 rule.  That means that if  you’re being super annoying and 
disruptive, I’ll quietly start timing.  If  you keep it up for more than 30 seconds, I’ll give the 
whole class a Grammar Slammer worksheet in addition to whatever other homework you 
might have.  Keep in mind, I want to give you guys extra grammar anyway, so try not to get 
the timer started in the first place.  I won’t, however, make anyone wash my car, as tempting 
as that may be. 
The Gadget Policy:  Huge calculators, 2DS’s, 3DS’s, Switches, and anything else that could 
possibly fall under the “gadgets” category are not invited.  Very distracting—not just to 
yourself  but to those around you.  If  you’ve finished your work in class, I don’t care if  you’re 
bored—if  I catch you fooling around with this stuff, I’ll claim it so that I can auction it off  
on eBay to help fund my continuing grad school ambitions.  Okay, legally I can’t sell it, but I 
will ask for it until the end of  class to save you from yourself.  If  it becomes a real issue we’ll 
mediate with the folks at home.  If  you’ve got one, we will use your phone from time to 
time, just remember that in this class it’s a tool, not a way of  life. 
We’ll also be talking as a class about plagiarism (turning in work that isn’t entirely your 
own).   Any cheating, plagiarizing, copying, general dishonesty, etc. can result in an automatic 
zero on the assignment.  So don’t do it (I’m smarter than I look . . . ) 
On day one well go over my expectations for how you treat each other and me.  Just come 
with the understanding that mutual respect is going to be our motto.  More on that in class. 

If  there’s ever any change in policy from what’s written in this disclosure, I will get the word out.  
And again, I’m available to students and parents for any questions, concerns, suggestions, you name 
it.  After school is the best time to reach me this year, as I have a first period prep and most likely 
won’t be in my room in the morning (another teacher will be in here.) But let me know how I can 
help.  Thanks—I look forward to getting to know everyone! 

Please sign and return the next page; it’s worth some easy points. 
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What you should bring 
to class: 

A writing journal  
Something to write 
with 
A book to read 
Anything we’re 
currently working on

http://lphs.alpineschools.org


English 10 Signature Page 
  
        I have read and understand this disclosure statement, or if  I didn’t    
                understand it, I’ll be talking to Mr. Carpenter about the foggy parts. 

 Student’s printed name (first & last): ___________________________________________ 
  
 Student’s signature: ____________________________________________ 

 Parent’s/Guardian’s signature: ___________________________________________ 

 Parent’s/Guardian’s phone #: ____________________________________________ 

 Parent’s/Guardian’s email address (optional, but really handy): _______________________ 

Date:  ____________________   

Concerns/Questions?  Jot them down here, along with the best way to get a hold of  you (by phone, 
email, etc.):   
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